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Prologue

As I walked through the walls of the ancient city, Dubrovnik 
provoked inside me many sensations. With the passage of time, 
I attempted to capture those feelings in this book, which is at 
once a proposition, a search as well as a photographic essay. 

The city with its textures and history can set the visitor’s pace 
as it did for me. It  is a walled town with neither army nor 
king; always a place of curiosity, beauty, mystery and desire. 
Dubrovnik was a point of balance between the West and 
the East a gateway to a place of magic, which provocatively 
transports the visitor through time. 

Walking the Stradum, stepping on every Stria stone, one 
daydreams, feeling that this sense of mystery and magic has 
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Once called “the pearl of the Adriatic” by poet Lord Byron, 
Dubrovnik is an exotic walled city lying on the coast of the 
sparkling Adriatic Sea at the tip of an isthmus in southern 
Croatia, part of what was once the Republic of Yugoslavia.  
With its mild winters and hot dry summers, colorful history 
astounding architecture, Dubrovnik with its red-tiled roofs 
is a sun-drenched magnet for tourists that pour into town 
through its own international airport several cruise lines and 
a network of local bus transportation. The settlement was 
founded on a rocky island named Laus (nowadays the South 
part of the city), which provided them shelter from Slavic and 
Avars attacks. The name Laus -- in Latin “the rock” -- gradually 
changed to Lausium -- Rausium -- Ragusium -- Ragusa and 
until the 15th century was used to refer to the city.   Later on, the 
Slavic people grew their settlement at the foot of the forested 
Srd Hill.  The name Srd is actually the Slavic version of the 
Latin Sergije -- the guardian that symbolically denotes that the 
hill was a true “guardian” of Dubrovnik.  This settlement, and 
in particular the oak woods that in the past surrounded the 
city, give to the city its Slavic name “Dubrovnik” which means 
oak forests mostly found in abundance in the hills north of the 
city. (dub-oak, dubrava-forest)

7KH� DUHD� DURXQG� 'XEURYQLN� ZDV� ÀUVW� LQKDELWHG� VHYHUDO�
thousand years before Christ (by some estimates 6000 
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mediterranean  countries. The Lindo is the most popular 
dance in the city.  Its performance is a true synergy of musical 
and almost theatrical experience. The key instrument 
is called “lijerica” which was an old South Dalmatian 
instrument with three strings, originally coming from the 
eastern Mediterranean. The dance master plays sitting down 
with his lijerica on his left knee and stomping with his right 
foot in order to dictate the rhythm to the dancers. The dancers 
move in a circle around the dance master, whose commands 
in rhyme are quite humorous and ambiguous.  He also 
decides who will dance with whom and announces changes 
RI� GDQFH� ÀJXUHV�� HQFRXUDJLQJ� WKH� GDQFHUV� WR� FRPSHWH� LQ�
entertainig improvisations.  The origin of the name “Lindo” 
is of a recent date – some say that it was named after 
legendary dance master Nikola Lale Lindo, whereas others 
believe that it refers to the local name for “lijerica” player.
The Summer Festival, one of the greatest Croatian cultural 
manifestations, takes place in the period between July 10th 
and August 25th.  Hot summer evenings host performances 
and concerts that take place in the unique scenery of old 
architecture and cultural heritage, transforming the entire city 
into a stage.  The festival starts with a proclamation from 
Orlando’s Column in Luza Square followed by 45 days of 
celebration, featuring various artists and revivals of traditional 

death were by public hanging at Dance (park Gradac which 
is still known by the name “Gallows”). For minor crimes, 
sinners would be tied to the column of shame and exposed to 
all possible insults such as spitting and hitting. Thieves and 
violators of public order were made to march down the square 
and Stradun holding a donkey’s tail and wearing a shameful 
hat and were marked by recognizable details of their crime 
such a bag of garbage around the neck of a polluter.  Some 
violators were exiled to the island of St. Andrews others were 
walled in small cells at the portside where they were soaked 
with sea water and would often died.

At the south part of City Walls stands Fortress of St. Ivan, 
a master work of Paskoje Milicevic, a citizen of Dubrovnik. 
It was quite important as it was used to prevent the harbor 
from pirates and other enemies. During the night, citizens of 
Dubrovnik would close the port entry by stretching heavy 
chains under the water, from the fortress to the breakwater 
preventing ships from entering the city. Nowadays the 
JURXQG�ÁRRU�KRVWV�WKH�$TXDULXP�DQG�RQ�WKH�XSSHU�ÁRRU��WKH�
Ethnographic and Maritime Museum.

Dubrovnik life is not all rules and regulations, however.  
Dubrovnikians are as fun loving people as in other  
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